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(*)Please stand either in body or in spirit
August 31, 2025

Hebrews 13:1—8, 15—16   
“How can we allow love to define our relationships?”
Gathering Music:          “ Great Are You, Lord”            Shelly Nussbaum         
The Welcome and Announcements:


                 Liturgist: Janet Smith
(Visitors, Please sign the Friendship folder)

The Prelude:     “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love” 

The Prelude calls us together.  It is a time of quiet reflection to focus ourselves

in preparation for worshipping God.
   The Light appears: 
 



            

                    The Acolytes serve      
The Church Bell rings:
*The Call to Worship:                                                                  Liturgist
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, let us gather to worship our Lord.

Amen.

Let us set our minds on the right things. Which is the greatest of all spiritual gifts?

It is love.

The apostle Paul said, “Let love be genuine!”

Not fake, not lukewarm, not a mere attempt at friendliness.

Jesus asked his followers to love one another as he had loved them.

All the way to the cross, through abandonment and disappointment, our Lord never lost faith in his people.

Saint John said, “God is love.”
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Let love be genuine! Amen.

© Andreas Wagner. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Modern Liturgist website. modernliturgist.org.
 *Hymn of Praise:          “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”         No.92 
*The Invocation:  (Unison)                                                             Liturgist
O Lord my God, here I am before you with my firmness and my infirmity. Preserve the first and heal the second. Here I am before
 you with my strength and my ignorance. Where you have opened 
the door to me, welcome me at the entrance; where you have closed
 the door to me, open to my cry; enable me to remember you, to understand you, and to love you. Amen.
--Adapted from Saint Augustine.

*Passing the Peace of Christ:                                                        Liturgist 
Please pass the peace through our words and through our actions in a world that desperately needs to see the results of following the Prince of Peace. 
May the Peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.
 *Affirming Our Faith: (Unison)

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true church, apostolic and universal, whose holy faith lets us now declare:

We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, power and love, whose mercy is over all his works, and whose will is ever directed to his children’s good.

We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of man, the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace, the ground of our hope and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death.

We believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine presence in our lives, whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance of the truth of Christ and find strength and help in time of need.

We believe that this faith should manifest itself in the service of love as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord, to the end that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen.
The Scripture Reading:            Luke 14:1, 7—14                       Liturgist


                                                                           Pew Bible, Pg. 907
The Special Music:           “I Saw The Light”               Amber Carpenter, 













                Vicki Nussbaum, Shelly Nussbaum

Prayers of the People:                                                               
The Morning Prayer: Spoken and Silent                                  
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The Prayer Response:        “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”
Hear our prayer, O Lord,

   Hear our prayer, O Lord.

Incline Thine ear to us,

And grant us Thy peace.  Amen.
*The Sermon Hymn:          “Tell Me the Old, Old Story”                 No. 424

The Scripture Reading:          Hebrews 13:1—8, 15—16        Rev. Kahler



















                      Pew Bible, pg. 1052
The Sermon:                  “Known By Our Love”

The Moment of Offering:                                                            Liturgist

Prayer Of Thanksgiving: (Unison)
God of blazing fire and darkest night, God of gloom and tempest, God of grace and life and love, we, your people, present to you in the offering a piece of who we are. In these offerings are the fruits of our labor. We present these as a part of our worship; we present these out of our awe of who you are and all that you have done in our lives. We ask that you find our offerings acceptable in your sight. Use them for your glory, now and forever. Amen.

        The Offering:                                                                 Ushers Serve
        The Offertory Music:      “Standing In The Need Of Prayer”
*Doxology:                
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God for all that love has done;

Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen.
*Hymn of Commitment:                “More About Jesus”               No. 389
*The Benediction: (Unison)     
*Song Of Departing Friends:          “My Peace”
My peace I give unto you.

It’s a peace that the world cannot give.

It’s a peace that the world cannot understand.

Peace to know; peace to live.

My peace I give unto you.
*The Moment for Silent Prayers



                                       Chimes
*The Light is carried forth                   
                            Acolytes serve
*The Worship Leaders exit
*The Postlude:
       “Brighten The Corner Where You Are”
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                                                                          Acolytes

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We welcome all members, visitors, and guests to our worship service this morning. Visitors: Please sign our Friendship Folder located in each pew.

Our Operation Help for September will be cereal.  Please place your donations in the bins in the dining room and West vestibule.
Forms for those wishing to have automated bank withdrawals for their tithes and offerings can be found in the vestibules. Please give the completed form to treasurer Stacey Smith. 
On behalf of the Search Committee, I regret to announce that the trial sermon scheduled for September 14th has been cancelled. I received word on this week that our candidate has asked to be withdrawn from consideration due to unforeseen personal circumstances. He plans to pursue a doctoral degree that will require a fulltime commitment and relocating to another area to complete the program. He did not feel it was fair to us to accept a position, knowing that he will not be able to fulfill his ministry long-term. We will resume our search with God’s guidance and ask you all to continue to pray for our church as we move forward.

Maggie Bolinger

Practices for both the handbell and chancel choirs will resume this Wednesday evening. Bells meet at 6 p.m., with chancel choir meeting at 7 p.m. New members are always welcome!

Bible Study will continue Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m.in September. We begin Part Three of our study of the Book of Acts. Everyone is encouraged to come and share this time of study and discussion. There will not be class on September 18th, as Pastor Allen will be out of town.
Looking Ahead

Wednesday, Sept. 3: Handbell Choir Practice 6 p.m.
  Chancel Choir Practice 7 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 4: Bible Study 10:30 a.m.
         www.zionuccdecatur.org       e-mail: office: office@zionuccdecatur.org
                                                               pastor: arkinpastor59@gmail.com
Last week's attendance:  45       Offering: $ 1686.27
Needed each week: $4085.87 
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